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The Treasurer in Account with the North Staffordshire Naturalists' Field Club and Archaeological Society. 

BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR 1887. 

D E . 
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„ Entrance Pees 
„ Sale of Annual Reports 

£ 
22 
78 

7 
1 

d. 
2 
0 
0 
0 

£109 14 2 

C E . £ s. d. 
To F. Dil worth for Printing, &c 76 1 6 

„ Expenses of Stoke Meetings 4 10 0 
„ „ Hanley Meetings 5 8 3 
„ „ Tunstall Meeting 2 7 0 
„ „ Stone Meeting 2 9 0 
„ Special Train for Uttoxeter Meeting 3 8 0 
„ Expenses of Summer Excursions 4 7 6 
„ Rent of Room, Hanley Town Hall 2 10 0 
„ Commission on Collecting Subscriptions and 

Collector's Postage 5 7 7 
., Cheque Book 0 2 0 

Balance in hand 
£ 106 10 10 
.. 3 3 4 

£ 109 14 2 

April 21st, 1888, Examined and found correct, 
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R E P O R T 
Read at the Twenty third Annual Meeting, held at Stoke-upon-Treni, 

on Thursday, March 22nd, 1888. 

Your Committee are glad that they are able once more to present to 
the members of the North Staffordshire Naturalists' Field Club and 
Archaeological Society a favourable report of the proceedings of the 
year which has now come to a close. No very special events, like 
the Coming-of-age Conversazione of last year, have marked the 
twenty-third year of the Club's history, but if uneventful, yet much 
good work has been done, both collectively and in the sections, as 
the transactions, when published, will amply prove. The Excur
sions and Evening Meetings have been duly held and fairly 
attended, not perhaps by such numbers as have sometimes been 
recorded on special occasions, yet at no one has there been the 
falling-off that has been so often observed at the long-distance-day 
Excursions. The attendance has ranged from 35 to 70, and averaged 
48 ; at the Evening Meetings it has been singularly uniform, about 
80 members having been present at each. Kather more than the 
usual number of addresses and papers have been given and read, 
the great majority of them having reference to local matters. The 
number of members, which it will be remembered was last year 
very considerably curtailed by the putting in force of a new rule, 
has again decreased, but this time the loss is only small. The 
treasurer's balance-sheet, if not very favourable, is yet not 
altogether unsatisfactory, especially if it should at some time become 
the means of inducing members to consent to some increase of the 
annual subscription, which your committee think they might be 
disposed to do, when it is taken into consideration how much is 
given in return for it. There is, therefore, all these things being 
considered, sufficient evidence of the stability of the club, and a 
good prospect of a long and useful career. 

Mr. Spanton, the delegate of the club to the British Association, 
not being able to attend the Manchester meeting, his place was 
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taken by the president, Dr. Arlidge. In order that the titles of 
papers read before our club should appear in the Transactions of 
the Association, it is necessary that our Report should be published 
before the end of May, which this year can easily be done, if con
tributors will be expeditious in returning proof, and doing their 
best to help its early publication. 

The Excursions were eight in number, an additional one having 
been interposed between the June and July excursions, in order 
that the members might avail themselves of Mr. Wardle's invitation 
to visit the Silk Section of the Manchester Eoyal Jubilee Exhibi
tion, of which he was the chairman. This proved to be the best 
attended excursion of the season, and its interest was enhanced by 
the presence of some members of the Manchester Scientific Students' 
Association. The long excursion to Bala and Corwen in June, was, 
by common consent, a great success ; the fine weather, the beautiful 
scenery, the excellent arrangements, and last, though not least, the 
congenial company, all combined to make the tour a most pleasant 
one. Some good work, too, was done by geologists, botanists, and 
entomologists ; and for two days the party had the great advantage 
of the presence among them of Professor T. McKenny Hughes, of 
Cambridge, whose intimate acquaintance with the district, as well 
archaeological as geological, was at all times most readily and ably 
imparted. On the second day the club was joined by a large con
tingent of the Chester Society of Natural Science. 

It will be no matter of surprise that in so fine and dry a summer 
as the Jubilee year of Queen Victoria will ever be memorable for 
the excursions were uniformly favoured with the finest of weather 
the only exception, if it may really be called one, was the excursion 
to Maer in May, when the weather was stormy, although but little 
rain fell, and the day was not altogether without sunshine. 

A list of these eight excursions is now given, together with their 
dates and the names of their leaders :— 

1.—Polesworth, Merevale Abbey, Atherstone, and Mancetter, on 
Wednesday, April 20th. Leader : Mr. F. Gee. 

2.—Newcastle-under-Lyme, Maer, and Willowbridge, on Saturday, 
May 21. Leader: Mr. A . Leech. 

3.—Bala Lake and Colwyn Bay, on Thursday, June 23rd to Mon
day, June 27th. Leader: Mr. T. S. Wilkins. 

4.—Manchester Royal Jubilee Exhibition, on Saturday, July 9th. 
Leader : Mr. T. Wardle. 
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5.—Leek, Waterhouses, and Grindon, on Thursday, July 2lst. 
Leader : Mr. T. Wardle. 

6.—(Jresswell, Draycot, Painsley, and Caverswall, on Saturday, 
August 20th. Leader : Mr. John R. B. Masefield. 

7.—Ecoleshall, Norbury, and High Offley, on Tuesday, September 
13th. Leader: Mr. G. Lynam. 

8.—Knypersley and Biddulph, on Monday, October 3rd. Leader : 
The President, Dr. Arlidge. 

Three Evening Meetings have been held as usual, although in 
the case of the first two the local secretaries found it necessary to 
alter the original date : the places where, and the dates when they 
took place are here given :— 

1.—Tunstall, on Friday, November 25th. 
2.—Hanley, on Tuesday, January 24th. 
3.—Stone, on Friday, February 24th. 

The members present at each meeting show, as has been already 
observed, scarcely any variation, and were taken as 80, 85 and 80 
respectively; this is a trifle below the average of last year, which 
was 85. The meeting at Tunstall was the first that has been held 
in that town : thanks to the energy of the local secretary, and to 
the authors of the three interesting papers that were read, the club 
had every reason to be satisfied with their first visit there. At 
Stone most unfortunately the secretary was only just recovering 
from a very serious illness : the treasurer was also away from home 
for the same reason : and it seemed but too probable that the 
meeting would have to be abandoned, had not the local secretary 
for Gheadle, himself a native of iStone, come to the rescue, and with 
the assistance of two of the resident members, made such arrange
ments that a very satisfactory meeting resulted. The absence of 
both the local secretary and treasurer and the causes of it were 
deeply regretted. 

Your Committee now proceed to record the papers and addresses 
that have been read and given during the year, which they recom
mend should be printed in the Transactions : — 

1.—" Polesworth Church and Priory, Merevale Abbey, Atherstone, 
and Mancetter Churches," by Mr. C. Lynam, F.K.I.B.A. 

2 . — " Newcastle, St. Giles' Church and the Castle Mound ; Maer 
Church and Mere ; the Byrth Hill and "Willowbridge," 
by Mr. A. Leech, F.G.S. 
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3 .—" Lolium Temulentum, the Darnel, or Tares of Scripture ; and 
certain Plants in Maer Pool ," by Mr. James Yates. 

4.—The Silk Section in the Manchester Eoyal Jubilee Exhibi
tion," by Mr. T. Wardle, F.C.S., F.G.S. 

5 .—" All Saints' Ohurch, Compton, Leek, and its Beredos," by 
Mr. Lethaby. 

6 .—"Early Coptic times, Churches and Fabrics," by Mr. T. 
Wardle, F.C.S., F.G.S. 

7.—" The Ancient Crosses in Leek Churchyard," by the Eev. G. 
F. Brown, B.D. 

8 .—" Draycot Church and its Monuments," by Mr. C. Lynam, 
F.E.I.B.A. 

9 .—" Caverswall Castle," by Mr. J . E. B. Masefield, M.A. 

10.—"Eccleshall , Norbury, and High Offley Churches," by Mr. C. 
Lynam, F.E.I.B.A. 

1 1 . — " Biddulph Old Hall and its History," by the President, Dr. 
Arlidge, A .M. 

1 2 . — " Aut Gladstone aut Huxley," by Mr. E, Garner, F.L.S. 

1 3 . — " L a p p Fj-elds," by the Eev. L. H. Evans, M.A. 

1 4 . _ « The History of the Manor of Tunstall," by Mr. W . Capey. 

1 5 . — " Alluvial Deposits in the Trent Valley, near Stoke," by Mr. 
F. Barke. 

1 6 . — " Insectivorous Plants," by Dr. Wheelton Hind. 

1 7 . — " An Introduction to the study of the Odonata (Dragon-flies), 
with special reference to those likely to be met with in 
the North Staffordshire District," by Mr. W . Harcourt 
Bath. 

1 8 . — " T h e Botany of the Valley of Biddulph," by the Eev. W. 
Hunt Painter. 

At the last Annual Meeting the total number of members, in
cluding five honorary members, was 386. Two honorary members 
have died during the year, and one, Mr. Clement L. Wragge, has 
been elected; therefore there are now four honorary members only : 
35 ordinary members have been elected, two of whom were, how-
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ever, unable to take up their election : as the waste has amounted 
to 42 during the year, it follows that the present number of mem
bers is 377, of whom, as already stated, four are honorary, and 64 
are ladies. 

The two honorary members whose deaths during the past year 
the club has had to deplore are Mr. J. E. Davis and the Rev. J. S. 
Broad, M.A. Mr. Davis was formerly the Stipendiary Magistrate 
in the Potteries j about the year 1870 he received a similar appoint
ment at Sheffield, which necessitated his removal from the district, 
and being then a Vice-President of the club, he was elected its first 
honorary member in November, 1870. Mr. Davis subsequently 
resided in London on being appointed Consulting Barrister to the 
Metropolitan Police, and there he died suddenly in his office last 
spring. Mr. Davis was an excellent geologist, and read at least two 
papers before the club, one on the Fossil Tree that was found in 
Messrs. Hampton's marl pits at Hanley; the second was entitled 
" W h y are there no Waterfalls in North Staffordshire 1" The first 
of these papers will be found in the Annual Report—that for 1870 ; 
the second in the Volume of Transactions. In June, 1868, Mr. 
Davis invited the club to Longton Hall, where he was then residing, 
and where he sumptuously entertained the members present, the 
afternoon being pleasantly spent on Cocknage Hill. And it was 
Mr. Davis who, presiding at the fourth annual meeting as one of 
the Vice-Presidents, suggested the plan of appointing a yearly 
chairman or president, who should give an address at the close of 
his year of office. The suggestion was at once acted upon by the 
election as chairman, for so the office was called for the first year 
only, of Mr. R. Garner, F.L.S., the learned author of the " Natural 
History of Staffordshire," the Nestor of the club. Had Mr. Davis 
remained in the district, there can be no question that he would 
have himself been called upon to fill this high office, and the club 
would have done honour to itself by such a choice. 

The Rev. J . S. Broad, M.A., was for many years vicar of St. 
George's Church, Newcastle, and Head-master of the Grammar 
School there. Like Mr. Davis, he was one of the original members 
of the club, and was elected one of its vice-presidents at the annual 
meeting in March, 1870. The following March he was elected 
president for the year 1871-2, thus becoming the third annual 
president, Dr. Arlidge having filled the office in the intervening 
year, and being therefore the first president, so called. In March, 
1875, Mr. Broad having been appointed vicar of Pentney, in Nor
folk, was elected an honorary member, being the third on whom 
this distinction had been conferred, Dr. Neville, the Bishop of 
Dunedin, being the second, Mr. Broad read papers on " Rosseau" 
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in August, 1869 ; on " Wenlock and Buildwas Abbeys" in August, 
1 8 7 0 ; o n " B e e s t o n Castle" in September, 1 8 7 0 ; on " Old New
castle" in February, 1871, published in the volume of Transactions ; 
on " Chartley Castle" in August, 1871 ; on " Boscobel, Whiteladies, 
and Tong Church" in June, 1872 ; on " Tutbury Castle and its 
Associations" in October, 1873 ; on " Uriconium" in September, 
1874 ; and he delivered the annual address as out-going president 
in 1872. Mr. Broad died last November at the age of 76. Like 
Mr. Davis, he died in harness, having taken his duty as usual on 
the previous Sunday. 

It will be remembered that both Mr. Davis and Mr. Broad were 
present at the Conversazione in October, 1886, this being their last 
appearance in connection with the club, and both made speeches 
on that occasion. Such men can ill be spared, and your committee 
deeply deplore the great loss the club has sustained by their deaths. 

The club has sustained a further loss by the removal from the 
district of Mr. J. E. Worth, C.E., F.K.Met.S., whose valuable 
meteorological reports have been for five years a feature in the 
annual report. The last of these reports—that for the year 1887 
—will appear in the next volume. Mr. Worth has accepted an 
appointment at Tottenham, and has therefore resigned his connection 
with the club. 

And now your committee, in bringing their report to a close, 
would remark that while rejoicing that so much energy and enthu
siasm are shown by the leading members of the club, they cannot 
but regret that interest in the pursuits for which it was established 
should be restricted to the few. There can be little question that 
the number of systematic observers of nature in North Stafford
shire is lamentably small ; no lists of first appearances of Lepi-
doptera or of Flowering Plants have been sent in for some years; 
and although this may appear a very elementary branch of natural 
history, requiring no great amount of scientific knowledge or re
search, it is nevertheless eminently practical and useful, and becomes 
the foundation of higher studies. Your committee are of opinion 
that this is a matter which might advantageously be taken up by 
some of the younger members of the club, especially by those among 
them who are resident in the country ; they are sure that any little 
trouble involved would be amply repaid by the interest that would 
be evolved in natural history pursuits, and the zest that would be 
given to country life. 

The committee acknowledge with many thanks the gift to the 
club of several books and pamphlets by their author, Professor T. 
McKenny Hughes, through Mr. Wilkins. 
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S E C T I O N A L R E P O R T S . 

I . — E N T O M O L O G Y . 

B Y T H O S . W . D A L T E Y , M . A . , F . L . S . , F . G . S . 

The North Staffordshire list of Maoro-Lepidoptera continues to lengthen, 
if but slowly, and thereby to evidence the vitality of the Entomological 
Section. Last year I noted two species new to the district, and now I have 
me more to record : it is a member, too, of the same order, viz., Geometroe, 
uid is named 

1.—Melanippe Tristata. 

Mr. Ernest Blagg took a specimen of this species in Chartley Park, on 
Tuly 9th last ; a second specimen was taken on Chartley Moss by the Vicar 

of Burton-on-Trent on the same day. 

For a description of this moth I cannot do better than refer to Newman. 
He says : " The wings are smoky black, with two white bars ; the first of 
these, situated near the base, is short and rather narrow ; the second is 
beyond the middle, angled and interrupted by a median series of black 
dots : the black area between these bands is slightly marbled with grey, 
and includes an intensely black and rather large discoidal spot ; the broad 
dark area on the hind margin is tinged with brown, and marbled with 
grey ; the hind wings are smoky black, with a broad median white bar, 
interrupted as in the fore wings with a series of black dots ; the dark 
basal area includes two transverse white lines, and the marginal area a 
median white arrowhead ; the fringe is alternately black and white ; the 
head, thorax, and body are smoky grey ; the body has a white margin, and 
two black spots placed transversely on each segment.' ' The caterpillar of 
this moth is said to feed on Galium Mollugo ; it is generally considered 
a northern species. 

A fine specimen of Sphinx Convolvuli was brought to me last August, 
which had been found on a rail close to Madeley Station. This is the third 
that has occurred at Madeley within my knowledge ; the first was in 1875, 
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the second in 1886 ; last year's capture was recorded in the November 
number of the " Entomologist." Mr. Masefield informs me that he has 
heard of two specimens of this, which is the largest of British moths, 
having been taken in the neighbourhood of Stone last autumn. 

Members will remember the excursion last July to Waterhouses and 
Beeston Tor. Mr. F. B. Webb, of Cheadle, was at the latter place in 
November, and found in the caves a considerable number of Scotosia 
Dubitata and Gonoptera Libatrix hybernating. The former of these moths, 
so far as I know, has never been taken plentifully in our district. I have 
seen it flying in the late autumn at Swynnerton Old Park, and odd speci
mens have turned up in the house at intervals during the winter time, but I 
should hardly say it was a common species here. G. Libatrix, on the other 
hand, comes plentifully to sugar from August right through the winter to 
the following June. It once happened to me to be taken down to the wine 
cellar at Madeley Manor to see some strange moths, which were hanging in 
numbers from the roof ; on examination they proved to be this species, 
which was hybernating there, just as Mr. Webb found it in the Beeston 
Tor caves. 

Mr. R. Garner Lynam has sent me a long list of moths taken last year 
for the most part at Hartshill and Swynnerton Old Park ; many of them 
are common species that occur plentifully every year, but a few ought to 
be noticed. Notodonta Ziczac was taken at l ight : this is one of those 
species that is most readily found in the larval stage : it is not exactly a 
rare insect, but it is never very common. Mr. Lynam's other notable 
captures were— 

Acidalia Fumata 
Numeria Pulveraria 
Hydra?cia Micacea 
Hadena Nictitans 
Apamea Putris 
Charaaas Graminis 
Luperina Testacea 
Plusia Iota 

„ Pulchrina 

Mr. Lynam has observed that Pieris Brassiest and P. Napi were excessively 
abundant in this district, these being the white butterflies whose larva? 
feed on the various kinds of cabbage that are grown in our gardens ; 
it is probable that many of our members have had the same experience, 
not exactly to their satisfaction. The same abundance has been noticed 
in most parts of the country. 

The captures in the Maer Woods in May, and in North Wales in June, 
are noted in the accounts of the excursions to those places ; the most 
remarkable were M. Tristata, the species that has been this year taken for 
the first time in this district, 0. Silaceata, and A. Immutata (which 
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occurs at Wybunbury) ; these were all taken in the neighbourhood of Bala ; 
and A. Nigricans, was taken at Colwyn Bay. For these notices we are 
again indebted to Mr. R. G. Lynam. 

I should like, in conclusion, to draw the attention of North Staffordshire 
entomologists to a species new to Britain, of which two specimens were 
taken by Mr. J. H. A. Jenner, on some heathy ground in the neighbourhood 
of Lewes last June, as recorded in the " Entomologist," where a figure of 
the moth is given in the November number. The moth is very similar to 
some dark female forms of Fidonia Atomaria, for which it has probably 
been frequently mistaken. Mr. Jenner, on comparing the two specimens, 
which turned out to be male and female, with types of Acidalia Immorata 
in the National Collection at South Kensington, found that they agreed in 
every respect. A. Immorata is widely distributed on the Continent, but 
is not known to have been taken in England before, although it may very 
probably have been, as I said, overlooked. As its food plant is the common 
ling, of which there is an abundance on our North Staffordshire heaths 
and moors, it is just possible that it may occur in this district, especially 
as the moth, the female of which it resembles, swarms in such places. 
Our entomologists will do well to be on the look-out for this new species, 
and it will, indeed, be a feather in their cap, if they can discover Acidalia 
Immorata in North Staffordshire. 
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I I . — G E O L O G Y . 

B Y M R . F . B A E K E . 

In placing before you a record of the work done by the Geologiaal Sec
tion during the past year, I regret to have to repeat the statement which 
I made in my last report, that the whole of the work of this section has 
been done by three members only. It will be unnecessary for me to do 
more than briefly refer to some of those excursions of the club which were 
of more especial geological interest, inasmuch as the great extent of ground 
travelled over in so short a time makes anything but the most cursory 
examination of the physical features of the district impossible. 

On the second day of the June excursion to North Wales, the party drove 
from Bala to visit the Verniew Waterworks, in the Valley of Llanwddyn ; 
the walk across the Hernant Pass was most enjoyable ; this range of hills 
is composed of a group of rocks known as the Bala beds, consisting of grey 
and dark slates, grits, sandstones, and limestones belonging to the Lower 
Silurian formation, bands of volcanic tuff and large beds of felsitic lavas 
occur among these beds, proving the contemporaneous ejection of volcanic 
products ; they are said to be " rich in fossils," and the fine collection of 
Crustacea, notably trilobites and mollusca, collected from these rocks by 
Mr. Ruddy, which members had had the opportunity of inspecting the 
previous day, gave rise to hopes which, alas, were doomed to disappoint
ment ; some specimens of pisolitic limestone found on the Pass, and a 
modiolopsis (Lamellibranch) in the quarry at Llanwddyn were the only 
trophies of the day. Some of the members who afterwards made a diver
sion were more fortunate in finding a number of fossil shells, representing 
this series of rocks on the summit of Snowdon. On the fol lowing day the 
party visited the Cefn Caves : these have, however, been fully described to 
the club by Mr. Wilkins (the leader) on a previous occasion. 

In July the club visited Waterhouses and Grindon, on the Staffordshire 
side of that most interesting and picturesque region of mountain lime
stone, with its lovely valleys, its torrs and caverns, stretching far away into 
Derbyshire. At Waterhouses a number of members, on work intent, soon 
discovered a roadside quarry in which they began to ply their hammers, 
and a number of typical shells soon rewarded their labours, one of them 
being fortunate enough to secure a small trilobite, albeit, as usual, in a 
headless state, but they had hardly warmed to their work when the bugle 
sounded the retreat, and away they were hurried, having previously bidden 
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adieu to the waters of the Hamps, where they commenced their subte-
ranean career. It would, by the way, be interesting to know where the 
piece of manganese iron came from which was found in the dry bed of 
this river. 

Grindon was reached after a drive of several miles under a sub-tropical 
sun, and the party descended into the valley where the dry beds of the 
Hamps and Manifold join, under the beetling brows of Beeston Tor. A 
few of the more enthusiastic spirits entered the mouth of the cavern, 
which is said to extend under the hills to Thor's Cave, but again " time 
was called," and away they had to scramble up the side of that precipitous 
valley, tired and hungry, to be driven off to the much needed refreshments 
awaiting them at Leek. 

On a visit by the section to the Whitfield Colliery, in turning over the 
black shales forming the roofs of the Hardmine and Holly Lane Coals, an 
idea was gained of the abundance of molluscan life in the waters of this 
period, these shales being composed almost entirely of shells of Anthra-
comya and Anthracosia. 

At the Lane End Colliery, Pittshill, Anthracomya Adamsii and A. 
Pumilla were obtained from the New Mine Ironstone—the Burn wood and 
Little Mine of the Longton district. 

A considerable portion of the time available for sectional work, extend
ing over a period of two months or so, was devoted by Dr. Hind and myself 
to the examination of the alluvial deposits of the Upper Trent Valley ; as 
this work was the subject of a paper read before the Society at the last 
meeting, I need do no more than refer to it here. 

I may here mention that two of the members of this section spent a 
week working up the boulder drift, red crag and chalk of Suffolk, the result 
of which may on a future occasion be given to the club in the form of a 
separate paper. 

During the year the valuable collection of carboniferous fossils at the 
Stoke Museum, and also those in several private collections have been 
carefully examined and classified by competent persons and a few new 
species added. The section has had the advantage of several visits from 
R. Kidston, Esq., F.R.S.E., P.G.S., who has made a complete list of the 
flora of the N.S. coalfield up to date. 

Since the publication of Mr. Ward's paper by this society in 1875, 
describing the organic remains of the coalfield, many new specimens have 
been discovered and facts brought to l ight enlarging our knowledge of the 
fossil fauna and flora of these measures. Mr. Ward has just completed a 
new list, which is shortly to be published by another local society. 

The section thinks it is most desirable to have a complete catalogue on 
the records of this society, and recommends that the same be printed in 
the annual transactions. 
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I I . — N E W O A S T L E - U N D E R - L Y M E , M A E R A N D W I L L O W B R I D G E . 

S A T U R D A Y , M A Y 2 1 S T , 1 8 8 7 . 

Notwithstanding presaged unsettled weather, between forty and fifty 
members joined this excursion, assembling at Newcastle Railway Station, 
where carriages were in readiness. The first object of inspection was the 
old tower of St. Giles's at Newcastle, within the walls of which the mem
bers gathered, and where they were addressed by the leader, Mr. Arthur 
Leech, F.G.S., upon 

T H E C H U R C H O F S T . E G I D I T J S O R S T . G I L E S . 

Mr. Leech referred to the historic and other associations connected 
therewith, and said that the fine old tower wherein they then stood had 
been designated by Sir G. Gilbert Scott, R.A., as " one of the noblest 
examples in the Midland Counties," and still, after the lapse of upwards 
of six centuries rose aloft in massive majesty, and dignified the oldest of 
Staffordshire boroughs, wherein it stood, by its majestic proportions. I t 
was the only remaining relic, albeit a truly noble one, of the New Castle of 
feudal times, l i e deemed it not coeval with, but somewhat later in date 
than the New Castle, and the old tower and first church of St. Giles were 
probably a creation either of the close of the 12th, or the earlier part of 
the 13th century. 

This primal church of St. Egidius (Giles) was probably a " goodly 
edifice," although none, perhaps, could now truly picture the fair form 
and fashion of that long-vanished structure, of the true semblance of which 
no pictorial or carven representation now existed. Might it not be probable 
that those " cunning" builders who upraised the massy tower, with its pon
derously-thick walls, in outward appearance at least well worthy of the 
castle-building period, would, also, ally to it a church of befitting propor
tions and architectural style ? Fractures in the walls of this imposing 
tower were said to reveal the curious fact that the masses of stone had not 
been properly bonded together, and that the outer and inner casings of 
stone were filled with conglomerate. 

From public records still extant, it, was known that in 1319 (12 Edward 
II ) there existed a chantry of the blessed Katherine at Newcastle. (" Pro 
canturia beutw Katherinm de Novo Castro Snbtvs L>nam : ( al: Rot: Pat. 
12 Edward 2."J ; and also, in 1392, a chantry of the Blessed Mary in the 
Chapel of St. Egidius (Giles). ("Pro cantaria bm Mario} in Capeda 
Sancti Lgidij in villa Novi Castri Subtus Lima." Cal: Hot: Pat : 
10 Richard 1.) 

In 1378, Dominus John Hewster, chaplain of the parish, and who may 
have been the chaplain of the chantry of St. Katherine, and, as such, 
specially connected with the ministrations of the church at Newcastle-
under-Lyme, was officially recorded to have been admitted to the freedom 
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The company, remounting their conveyances, were next driven to Nor-
bury, the ride through the pretty country district being much appreciated. 
The date of the picturesque old church was given by Mr. Lynam as about 
13*10, and he described the edifice as one of the best in style and form to 
be found in the county. The more modern addition of a tower of red brick 
was regarded, however, with anything but approval by the archreologists of 
the company. A descriptive paper prepared by Miss Burne, of Pyebirch, niece 
of the late Hector, was read by the Leader, and the ancient monuments in 
the church were then inspected. These are all memorials of the Botiller 
family, and comprise figure monuments of a cross-legged knight and two 
females in the chancel, an alabaster effigy now in the tower, and a brass 
figure of a lady in the vestry. Near the church is the site of Norbury 
Manor, of which the walls of the moat still remain. 

A two-mile drive brought the excursionists next to High Offley, where 
the church of St. Mary, recently restored under the superintendence of 
Mr. Lynam, was inspected The church is beautifully situated on an emi
nence which commands charming and extensive views, the landscape 
comprising glimpses of the Wrekin. Brown Clee, Oaradoc, Long Mynd, 
Bridons, Grinshill, and Hawkestone. The party was met by the Rev. R. 
J. Cargill, the vicar, and Mr. and Mrs. Vickers, of Offley Grove, and by 
their thoughtful hospitality the visitors were regaled with an afternoon 
tea. The company then returned to Eccleshall, where, at the Royal Oak 
Hotel, a bountiful repast was partaken. Dr. Arlidge, president of the 
society, occupied the chair. 

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Lynam for his excellent 
leadership, and the return journey to Stoke was made by the six o'clock 
train, the party separating highly satisfied with their interesting and 
successful excursion. 

N O R B U R Y . 

B Y M I S S C H A R L O T T E S. B U E N E . 

This church is dedicated to St. Peter. Two priests are entered in 
Domesday Book as belonging to it. It was, therefore, probably a Collegiate 
or Portionary Church, after the fashion of the times before the Conquest, 
and the two " portions " of the parish are, doubtless, represented by the 
two townships of Norbury and Weston Jones, which remain entirely 
distinct for all parochial purposes to the present day. 

The manor of Norbury was held at the time of Domesday by one Roger, 
under the Montgomerys, Earls of Shrewsbury. This (says Mr. Eyton. 
Staffordshire Domesday, p. 71) was probably Roger de Lacy, Baron of 
Ewyas in Herefordshire, whose descendants held the manor of Norbury in 
capite from the king, after the overthrow of the great Montgomery family. 

In the beginning of the 13th century (1216-1244) the manor was held 
under the Lacys, by Hugh Kilpecke, of Kilpecke, Royal Forester of Here
fordshire, from whom it went to his daughter and co-heiress, Joan, who 
married Philip Marmion, of Scrivelsby and Tamworth, and from them it 
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passed to their third daughter Maud, or Matilda, and her husband Ralph 
le Botiler, second son of Ralph le Botiler (ob. 1281) of Oversley in War
wickshire and of Wem, Shropshire, by his wife Maud, daughter and heiress 
of William Pantulf, Baron of Wem. 

Ralph le Botiller, son of Ralph of Oversley, succeeded to Norbury on the 
death of his father-in-law, Philip Marmion, in 1291, and Erdeswicke says 
it was the seat of their son, Ralph le Botiller, junior, as I may call him for 
distinction. From this we must suppose that Erdeswicke thought it was 
at this time that Norbury first became a manorial residence. The lowest 
story of the Manor House, in the woodcut in " Plot 's History of Stafford
shire," looks as if it might date from this period ; the moat and the low 
situation would also tally very well with this. The Plea Rolls of Edward 
I., published in the vol. vii. of the W. Salt Arch. Soc. Coll., show that the 
place was inhabited by the Botillers through Edward I.'s reign. 

In 1293 the living of Norbury being vacant by the death of the rector, 
Ralph and Matilda le Botiller had a law-suit about the advowson, which 
was claimed against them by all the many other co-heirs of Marmion and 
Kilpeck, all of whom presently resigned their rights for this turn to the 
King. (Plea Rolls as before.) But the Botillers must have eventually 
established their claim, probably by payment to the King, for the advowson 
continued in the hands of the lords of the manor till 1849. 

Was the church built in the first pride of possession ?* The Botiller 
arms appear on the sedilia, and on the shield of the monumental effigy 
now lying in the recess in the north wall of the chancel, and evidently at 
least co-eval with the building. They are properly differenced from the 
bearings of the Botillers of Wem, by the substitution of crosses-crosslet 
for crosses patee-fitchee, as all the Botillers of Norbury and Pulverbatch 
(Salop) and Watton Woodhall (Herts.) bore them.t 

I f there is any truth in the idea that cross-legged effigies are those 
of Crusaders, this must represent Ralph le Botiller the father, who 
would be a young man of twenty-five or so at the time of the last 
Crusade. (He and his elder brother William le Botiller of Wem, bore 
arms against Llewellyn of Wales in 1277.) He must have been alive 
in 1307, when I find his son called junior ; but probably not much later. 
Does the effigy represent him or his son ? The latter was of age in 1295, 
married in 1300, and living in 1327, but I do not know how much later. 
He seems to have lived at Norbury and taken an active part in exacting 
the dues and avenging the quarrels of his family. In 1293 he was im
prisoned for striking a man who had established a claim for firewood 
rights in the Norbury woods against his father : in 1301 he was sued for 
depriving another of common pasturage rights in the manor. In 1302, 
William de Cliderhowe, parson of Norbury, was accused of night-poaching, 
viz., fishing in the ponds and marl-pits of Ralph le Botiller and others. He 
was acquitted, but in 1305 he was " fe loniously k i l l e d " by William de 
Wemme, otherwise William the woodward, shepherd of Ralph le Botiller ; 

* I have never seen any Warwickshire churches, but the specimens of decorated 
architecture from Warwickshire figured in Parker's and Bloxam's architectural 
manuals, have struck me as resembling Norbury, and I have wondered if the 
Warwickshire parentage of Ralph le Botiller, senr. would account for it—sup
posing there is any real similarity. 

f Of course the colouring of the crosslets black is an ignorant modern mistake : 
itjshould be argent, white. 
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E V E N I N G M E E T I N G S . 

I . — T U N S T A L L M E E T I N G . 

F R I D A Y , N O V E M B E R 2 5 T H , 1 8 8 7 . 

The first evening meeting was held in the Court-room of the Town 
Hall, Tunstall. This was the first meeting ever held in Tunstall by 
the society, and special efforts had been made by the local secretary 
(Mr. David Sherwin) and the committee to ensure the success of 
the gathering. The attendance was fairly large, and a good collec
tion of fossils, safety lamps, books, a number of birds, old coins, 
Indian idols, and other curiosities had been brought together. The 
chair was occupied by Dr. J. T. Arlidge, the president. A paper 
written by Mr. R. Gamer, F.L.S., was read by the secretary (the 
Eev. T. W . Daltry). It was entitled 

" A U T G L A D S T O N E A T J T H U X L E Y . " 

It is pretty well known that the above two eminent individuals have 
been embarked on opposite sides, on a question of importance, the relation 
of Science and Revelation to each other,—or, in other words, whather we 
are with the great statesman, to look upon the first chapters of Genesis, 
with their accounts of the Creation, as part of an inspired book, and there
fore free from serious error, containing truth which could hardly have 
been obtained from any other source, or, with the eminent biologist, to 
deny to the chapters in question any authority whatever as to the real 
facts, they being full of error, or in other words, standing no higher than 
the reveries or myths of other early law-givers or philosophers. The 
statesman, though we fancy he would not look in the Bible for geological 
information, is not disposed to take the scriptual account of the Creation 
for a mere groundless fabrication, but, at the least, as a trustworthy proem 
or adumbration of what was really done by the Almighty fiat. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS CORRECTED TO SEPT. 1888. 

T O T A L 35TTJ3yi :SEI& 3 9 7 . 

H O N O R A R Y M E M B E R S . 

Dunedin, Right Rev. the Bishop of, D.T)., Otago, N. Z. 
Garner, R., F.R.C.S., F.L.S., Hartshill. Vice-President. 
Bonney, Professor T. G., D. Sc., L.L.D., F.R.S., F.G.S., 23, Denning 

Road, Hampstead, N.W. 
Wragge, Clement L., F.R.G.S., F.R.Met.S., Torrens Observatory. 

Adelaide, S. Australia. 

O R D I N A R Y M E M B E R S . 

Acton, John, Hillside Villa, Stoke 
Adams, Frank, Stoke 
Adams, Joseph, Rathbone-street, 

Tunstall 
Adams, Richard, Liverpool-road, 

Stoke 
Alcock, John, M.R.C.S., Burslem 
Allen, Thomas, Lichfleld-street, 

Hanley 
Allen, W. S. j Woodhead 
A en, Mrs. - H a l l C h e a d l e 

Allen, H m . I 
Arlidge, J . T., A.M., M D., Lond., 

The High Grove, Stoke, Vtce-
I'resident 

Astbury, Edward. Uttoxeter 
Astbury, Mrs. 
Ash, Frederic, Stoke Ville, Stoke 
Ash, Mrs. 
Ashdown, Miss, Cottage Hospital. 

Longton 
Ashwell, John B., Stoke 
Astbury, G. S„ Eccleshall 
Asf.ley, D. G., Shelton-under-

Harley, Newcastle 
Audley.James A., Mechanics' In

stitute, Hanley 
Averill, Mrs , Bank House.Longton 
Aynsley, John, Longton 

Baines, A., Lichfield House. Hanley 
Baker, J., 47, Soho Hill, Birming

ham 

Bakewell, A. E.. Great Fenton 
Ball, D., F.R.C.S., Rose Cottage, 

Maer 
Bamber, W. H., Liverpool-road, 

Stoke 
Bamford. C. R., M.R.C.S., Uttoxeter 
Barke, P., Penton Villa, Stoke 
Barke, Mrs. 
Barker, Ed., Chapel-street, Cheadle 
Barker, Rev. Richard, F.R.Met.S., 

Noah's Ark, Uttoxeter 
Barnewell, Rev. F.L., M.A., Strain-

shall Vicarage, Uttoxeter 
Bartlett, W m „ M.R.C.S., L.D.S., 

King-street, Newcastle 
Baxter, Miss, Mayfield House, 

Newcastle 
Beach, F., National Provincial 

Bank, Stone 
Beardmore, Jeremiah, Bucknall 
Bebbington, James, 8, Bethesda-

street, Hanley 
Bickley, T., Ivy Cottage, Barlaston 
Bickley, Miss Emily S., Ivy Cot

tage, Barlaston 
Bilton, Ernest, Regent-street, Stoke 
Birks, Arthur, Ivy Cottage, Great 

Fenton 
Bishop, W. H., The Radfords, Stone 
Blackshaw, T., Burslem 
Blackshaw, Mrs. 
Bladen, W. Wells, Stone, Vict-

President 
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R U L E S . 

1 .—That a Club be formed under the title of the " N O R T H S T A F F O R D 
S H I R E N A T U R A L I S T S ' F I E L D C L U B , " having for its object the practical 
study of Natural History in all its branches. 

At the Annual Meeting on March 22nd, 1877, the words " a n d 
AKCH^EOLOGICAL S O C I E T Y " were added to the title of the Club. 

II .—That the Officers of the Club be a President, two or more Vice-
Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary, Local Secretaries and Treasurers, and 
a Committee of Ten Members, three to form a quorum. 

III .—That an Annual Meeting be held, not later than the month of 
March in each year, for the purpose of electing Officers for the ensuing 
year, selecting the places for Field Meetings, and transacting any other 
business which may be brought before it. 

IV.—That five or more Field Meetings be held during the year, in suit
able localities ; and that timely notice of each be given to the Members 
by a Circular. 

V.—That Evening Meetings be held during the Winter months, at such 
time and place as the Committee may appoint, for the exhibition of 
specimens, and the communication or discussion of any subject connected 
with the objects of the Club. 

VI.—That Candidates for Membership shall be proposed and seconded in 
writing at any meeting of the Club, and shall be elected at the next 
Meeting by a majority of votes by the Members present. 

VII .—That a subscription of Five Shillings yearly shall be paid by the 
Members, due on January 1st in each year ; and that every new Member 
shall on his election pay an entrance fee of Five Shillings in addition to 
his subscription for the current year. 

Any Member whose subscription shall be two years in arrear, and 
to whom formal application has been made for payment, shall 
at the end of one month from such application ipso facto cease 
to be a Member of the Club. 

VIII .—That the Committee may recommend as Honorary Members 
Ladies or Gentlemen distinguished for their attainments in Natural 
History, who have in any way contributed to advance the interests of 
the Club. 

IX.—That, after providing for the payment of all incidental expenses 
the funds shall be applitd to the purchase of Books, Journals, & c , or in 
any other way the Committee may think likely to advance the interests of 
the Club. 

X.—That the Papers which are read in the Society be published either 
in the Reports or in the Scientific Journals, and also abstracts of the same 
in the public papers. 

XI .—That the Club shall do all in its power to discourage the extermina
tion of our native fauna and flora : the rarer botanical specimens oollected 
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at the Field Meetings shall, as far as possible, be such as can be gathered 
without disturbing the roots of the plants ; and notes of the habits and 
localities of our fauna shall be recorded, in preference to collecting 
specimens. 

XII .—That the Committee have power to make Rules for the circulation 
among the Members of Books belonging to the Club. 

XII I .—No Rules of the Club shall be altered except at a General Meeting 
called for the purpose, notice o f which must be given at a previous 
Monthly Meeting. 
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Treasurer's Keport ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... 4 
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